touches on bitter cherry, cranberry and
bright boysenberry. Then tannins take it
into an earthier mode, darkening the fruit to
purple and black iron edges. All the while it
retains some laciness, with light infiltrating
the darker reaches of the wine. Check on this
ten years from the vintage, to serve with
grilled quail. (540 cases) D-Cubed Cellars, St.
Helena, CA
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92 | D-Cubed $32
2006 St. Helena Napa Valley Zinfandel
Based on fruit from Korte Ranch, a dry-
farmed, head-pruned vineyard planted in
1910, this blend includes a small contribu-
tion from Chiles Valley as well. It’s signifi-
cantly warmer and sweeter than D-Cubed’s
Howell Mountain Zin (recommended
above), a smoother, more thickly textured
valley floor expression that melds the cinna-
mon of oak with the red scents of its fruit.
The beauty lies in its aroma, where the
vibrant fruit carries a hint of green that adds
freshness. (252 cases) D-Cubed Cellars, St.
Helena, CA
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Zinfandel BYEEIgsN oI-11

zin in 20006. The stalwart structure allows it
to expand into a juicy middle, where the deep
mineral tannins are saturated by the floral
black fruit before they tighten up around it.
Decant a bottle for roast lamb. (1,655 cases;
WES, 4/09) Ravenswood, Sonoma, CA

92 \ Ravenswood $60
2007 Sonoma Valley Old Hill Vineyard
Zinfandel Joel Peterson made his first Old

Hill Zin in 1983 from a site originallv




